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Friends of Midway Atoll NWR (FOMA)  

Battle of Midway National Memorial  

Our Mission: òTo support Midway Atoll National Wildlife 

Refuge / Battle of Midway National Memorial in its efforts to 

preserve, protect, and restore the biological diversity and historic 

resources of Midway Atoll, while providing opportunity for 

wildlife-dependent recreation, education, cultural experiences, 

and scientific research.ó 

 

 

FRONT COVER : One of the most familiar and loved sights of 

Midway Atoll NWR / Battle of Midway National Memorial: an 

adult Laysan Albatross (Phoebastria immutabilis) tending to its 

chick. Rebounding from a severe population decline in the 1990s 

and early 2000s, Laysan Albatross are among the few albatross 

species in the world that are relatively stable. Nearly 70% of the 

worldõs Laysan Albatross breed on Midway each year; learn more 

about this species, and many more, in this edition of the Gooney 

Gazette II. Photo by Rob Shallenberger. 
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D 
ear Friends: I hope you all enjoy reading the 2016 Summer edition of the Gooney 

Gazette II. As this edition reaches you, it will be just a few weeks after we have 

celebrated the 74th anniversary of the Battle of Midway. At this time, the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service (USFWS) is exploring ways to celebrate the upcoming 75th Battle of 

Midway Anniversary both with a small service out on Midway Atoll NWR and a òvirtualó event that 

should be viewable by audiences across the country. As soon as we have more information to share 

we will be sure to let you know ways that you may participate in next yearõs events. 

Since the start of the year, FOMA has held two public events (in Honolulu, Oᾶahu and Volcano, 

Hawaiᾶi) attended by over 200 people. These events showcased the artwork created by FOMA 

member and Hawaiᾶi artist Caren Loebel-Fried highlighting the uniqueness of the natural and military 

history of Midway Atoll. For those of you that could not join us, but would like to purchase some of 

the òswagó that was available as a result of that art, please visit our new òonline storeó by clicking 

here  (or visit http://www.friendsofmidway.org/merchandise/ ). 

As we near the end of June, this yearõs cohort of albatross chicks on Midway Atoll NWR are 

beginning to fledge out to sea. All have benefitted from the many years of habitat restoration, and the 

more recent lead remediation work that has been carried out by USFWS staff, contractors, and 

volunteers. 

I know you will enjoy the stories found inside these pages. Also, please share this Gooney Gazette II 

with all that you think might be interested in the work you all are helping to accomplish out at 

Midway Atoll NWR. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Wayne Sentman, FOMA President (Midway Atoll 1999ð2002) 
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VISION  

Friends of Midway Atoll National Wildlife 

Refuge plays a pivotal role in the 

conservation and restoration of Midwayõs 

natural and historic resources through 

financial and volunteer support, dynamic 

outreach and education, effective advocacy 

in the support of Refuge programs, 

assistance in the development of an 

inspirational visitor program, and 

productive collaboration with diverse 

partners.  
 

VALUES  

¶ Focus on highest priority actions 

¶ Be a voice for our members 

¶ Share science-based information  

¶ Operate with integrity  

¶ Be accountable with our actions and 

resources 
 

CONTACT US  

Join us online at 

www.FriendsOfMidway.org 
 

Find us on Facebook 

òFriends Of Midway Atoll NWRó 
 

Email our President 

Wayne Sentman 

naturefinder@mac.com 
 

Drop us a note 

6506 SE Clackamas Road 

Milwaukie, OR 97267-4217 
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http://www.friendsofmidway.org/merchandise/
http://www.friendsofmidway.org/


REFUGE MANAGERõS CORNER 
Although it has only been four months since I took over the reins from 

Dan Clark, I volunteered to take on this position with great honor and 

respect for Midway Atoll National Wildlife Refuge. Over the last eight 

years, I have had the distinct pleasure of working with the last three 

managers, physically working on the island supporting various operations, 

and supported Midway from a Regional and National level.   

Relations and partnerships are built on trust and communications.  

Although Iõve been briefed on the history and issues of Midway, there is 

nothing more eye-opening than actually being here on the ground living it.  

During past visits there was always something new and exciting and as you 

well know, there is never a dull moment. This seems to be a common 

theme of all those that have visited Midway.. I also feel there isnõt a soul 

who has ever visited Midway that does not have a desire to preserve its 

profoundly rich history, cultural significance and wildlife resources. I feel 

very strongly about honoring all three so we may pass it on to future 

generations.  

I look forward to working with all of Midwayõs partners, stakeholders, 

friends, and family to build a brighter, stronger more resilient future for 

Midway Atoll NWR / Battle of Midway National Memorial. 

 

Bob can be reached at: bob_peyton@fws.gov or  808-954-4818.  

BOBõS BIO  
Robert Peyton, a career Service employee with over 30 years of Federal 

employment, 27 of them with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, entered 

on duty at Midway Atoll NWR on January 24, 2016.    

Bob looks forward to once again living in the Pacific Islands, having served 

as a Sergeant in the U.S. Marine Corps for 4 years at Kaneohe Marine 

Corp Air Station. Bob has worked for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

since 1989, including assignments as a Wildlife Biologist at the Arthur R. 

Marshall Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge in Boynton Beach, Florida; 

Fisheries Biologist at both the Leadville National Fish Hatchery in Leadville, 

Colorado, and Garrison Dam National Fish Hatchery in Riverdale, North 

Dakota; Deputy Project Leader and Project Leader at the Moosehorn 

National Wildlife Refuge in Baring, Maine. Bob has a Bachelor of Science in 

Fish & Wildlife Management and Fisheries Management from New Mexico 

State University, Las Cruces, New Mexico. 

 Between 2007 and 2015, Bob served as the Assistant Refuge Supervisor, 

Youth Coordinator, and Heavy Equipment Coordinator for Region 1 in 

Portland, Oregon. In that capacity, he had programmatic oversight 

responsibility for the entire Region, including Midway Atoll NWR. In 2012, 

Bob was detailed to the Pacific Islands for several months, including 

significant time in Papahņnaumokuņkea Marine National Monument, giving 

him firsthand experience with the Monuments partners, programs, 

projects, and operations. Bob has also developed an extensive network 

within the Service that he will bring to bear on Midway issues. 
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Midway Atoll NWR welcomes a new Refuge Manager. 

Black-footed Albatross by Rob Shallenberger 



quantity of plastics. Upon further collaborative planning, the Bolus Distribution Program 

is now developing a Citizen Scientist project in Hawaiõi. Thanks to FWS employee Amy 

Olliffe, the Service received a Connecting Kids with Nature FWS Region 1 grant to fund 

the initial step in making this a reality. 

Over the course of the spring semester an important 

stewardship connection has been made by students at both 

Punahou and Kamehameha schools in Hawaiõi. Kamehameha 

students met with Papahņnaumokuņkea Marine National 

Monument staff and FWS Volunteer Barbara Mayer to prepare 

for a virtual field trip to Midway Atoll NWR. But first the 

students had to apply and were interviewed for volunteer 

positions on Midway and then they simulated a Laysan 

Albatross chick survey. These activities culminated in a live 

video chat with FWS Midway Volunteers Aisha Rickli-Rahman 

and Kamehameha graduate Keeley Hassett that included a bird-

banding demonstration. The exciting news is that these 

students paid their experience forward by hosting a live video 

session with their same level grade class at Punahou with a 

focus on Laysan Albatrosses and marine debris. On May 12th, 

2016, the classes met to finish off their respective school years 

with a beach cleanup. 

Albatross Barf Creates a Synergy of Positive Action!  

The distribution of albatross boluses to teachers is not an 

entirely new concept; however, with the growing popularity of 

social media, and due to the 1,000 boluses received last year 

from Midway Atoll National Wildlife Refuge the popularity of 

the program motivated the Service to evaluate its effectiveness.    

Based on teachers who received boluses between fall 2015 and 

spring 2016, 5,000 participants were reached. These 

participants have also gone on to spend over 7,700 hours on 

activities related to the bolus dissection, such as participating in 

beach clean ups and in one case, seeking for legislators to ban 

Styrofoam. For example, check-out: http://bit.ly/1WFxfrw.  

The almost daily bolus requests have led to the establishment 

of a web page at http://www.fws.gov/refuge/Midway_Atoll/

Community/Bolus.html and a Google Docs form that is 

automatically entered in to an Excel file. This form will be 

hosted on a new page within the Midway Atoll Refuge website 

once Midwayõs bolus stock has been resupplied by this yearõs 

fledging albatrosses.   

This past winter, University Researcher Dr. David Hyrenbach 

expressed interest in having students calculate the diversity and 
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Making connections between the public and nature. 

By Ann Bell (USFWS)  

FWS Volunteers Aisha Ricki-Rahman (left) and Keeley Hassett (right) answer studentsõ questions and band a 

Laysan Albatross during a live video connection from Midway Atoll NWR to Kamehameha Schoolõs fourth-grade 

class on Oôahu. Photo credit: USFWS. 

Students in HawaiԐi participated in a beach clean-up and hands-on learning experience about plastic 

ingestion by seabirds, specifically via albatross species on Midway Atoll NWR, which in turn instilled a sense 

of pride and duty towards protecting their natural resources. Photo credit: USFWS. 



savvy and help further achieve the refugeõs mission. 

A key turning point in the program was Humphreyõs development of a new 

system to advertise for, recruit, interview, and select the best candidates 

to volunteer on Midway Atoll. Under her direction, the resulting 20-

person volunteer corps has provided more than 26,500 hours of service to 

Midway Atoll since March 2014. This has saved the government hundreds 

of thousands of dollars in professional services and ensured the refugeõs 

conservation mission remains fulfilled. 

In the absence of a wildlife biologist on staff, Humphrey assumed the lead 

in biological data collection and protocol development and refining. She 

revised and improved the written Laysan and Black-footed Albatross data 

collection and Laysan Duck captive care protocols by working with 

international experts. Humphreyõs success in biological resource 

management recently earned her a full-time position. She competed for 

and was offered the Midway Atoll National Wildlife Refuge biological 

science technician position in September 2015. Now as a U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service employee, Humphrey continues to advance the Refuge 

Systemõs conservation efforts. 

As a volunteer who had the good fortune to work with Ann Humphrey on 

Midway, I was inspired by her sense of curiosity and wonder about all 

natural life. Moreover, as I continued to work with her, she instilled a 

sense of respect, duty, hard work, and deep-rooted passion in everyone 

around her. On behalf of FOMA, we heartily congratulate Ann Humphrey! 

You are an integral part of this Refuge and Midway Atoll NWR is very 

lucky to have someone as committed and compassionate as you.  

Photo credits: top: Hob Osterlund / USFWS; bottom left: USFWS.  

A 
nn Humphreyõs enthusiasm for and commitment to Midway 

Atoll National Wildlife Refuge has earned her the 2016 

Volunteer of the Year Award from the National Wildlife 

Refuge Association (NWRA).  

Because of its remote location at the northwest end of the 

Papahņnaumokuņkea Marine National Monument (about 1,300 miles 

northwest of Honolulu, Hawaiõi), volunteering at Midway requires a move 

to the island for the duration of oneõs volunteer service tour. Since 2007, 

Humphrey has completed four service tours of various lengths. Between 

March 2014 and August 2015, she gave more than 3,700 hours of 

volunteer service to the refuge. 

Humphrey has excelled at improving 

Midwayõs volunteer program. In 2014, 

she proactively identified existing 

volunteer program deficiencies and 

opportunities, and then worked with 

refuge management to modify the 

existing program. At Humphreyõs 

suggestion, the program was modified 

to include hiring volunteers to serve 

six-month tours, in contrast to the 

original system which had volunteers 

serve between two weeks and one 

month. This revision has led to the 

development of long-term committed 

volunteers who grow to be technically 

Whatever  
it takes! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Midwayõs Ann Humphrey is celebrated as  Volunteer of the Yearñan award most deserved! 
 

By Tracey Adams (NWRA) and Wieteke Holthuijzen (FOMA) 
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off to help this vulnerable species survive is very encouraging.ó  

Tristramõs Storm-petrels breed in the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands and 

similar latitude islands of the Japanese archipelago. They are active in 

breeding colonies only at night, and nest in the ground in difficult-to-detect 

burrows. At sea, this relatively small 2.5-ounce solid black bird is also 

rarely observed, and thus the distance of their foraging range from the nest 

site is wholly unknown. The International Union for Conservation of 

Nature (IUCN) status of this species is Near Threatened, due to their 

limited breeding range. Because of their cryptic nature, they are 

exceedingly hard to study, hampering global population estimates and the 

assessment of the conservation status of the species.  

Tristramõs Storm-petrels were thought to breed on Midway Atoll NWR 

prior to rat introduction (1943) and adults have been observed on Midway 

since that time. In 1996, a petrel with a brood patch was documented on 

Sand Island at Midway Atoll NWR, but no egg or chick was ever 

documented. Between 1980ð1981, a male adult in breeding condition was 

found, but no egg or chick documented. From 2006ð2013, a social 

attraction station with bird calls was used during the winter and spring 

months.  

Tristramõs Storm-petrels may have nested throughout the Hawaiian 

archipelago prior to the introduction of non-native mammals and habitat 

degradation. With this recent discovery, Tristramõs Storm-petrels now 

nest throughout the entire Northwestern Hawaiian Islands within 

Papahņnaumokuņkea Marine National Monument. These well-protected 

sites constitute the most important breeding areas for this species left on 

earth. However, continued expansion of this colony on Midway Atoll 

NWR may be slow and difficult until invasive house mice are removed. 

Tristramõs Storm-petrels are the smallest and likely most sensitive of 

Midwayõs native petrel species and are far more vulnerable to mice than 

Bonin Petrels (Pterodroma hypoleuca) or Wedge-tailed Shearwaters (Puffinus 

pacificus). 

T 
ristram's Storm-petrels (Oceanodroma tristrami), a seabird 

species formerly extirpated from Midway Atoll, are now 

rearing chicks at Midway Atoll National Wildlife Refuge, part of 

Papahņnaumokuņkea Marine National Monument. This is the 

first documented evidence of the species successfully nesting on the 

Refuge. At the start of February 2016, adults were heard calling in flight. 

Further investigation by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Volunteer David Dow 

observed adults entering and exiting 12 different burrows. Seabird 

researchers Dan Rapp and Sarah Youngren with Conservation Metrics Inc. 

used a wireless infrared burrow camera in the active area, and detected 

the presence of three healthy chicks on March 22, 2016. The confirmed 

chick count increased to four for the Refuge after a nest was discovered 

on Eastern Island on April 24, 2016. 

òNow that Midway Atoll Refuge is completely rat-free, these chicks are 

safe from the threat of rats preying on their eggs or newly hatched chicks,ó 

noted Refuge Manager, Robert Peyton. òBroadcasting calls through a social 

attraction station positioned in habitat we restored with plantings of 

kņwelu (native bunch grass; Eragrostis variabilis) have been part of our on-

going management practices for years. To be able to know that work paid 

Photo credits: top: adult Tristramõs Storm-petrel, photo by USFWS; bottom left: Tristram's Storm

-petrel chick on Tern Island in Hawaiian Islands National Wildlife Refuge, photo by USFWS. 
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On the Road to Recovery  
Tristramõs Storm-petrel chicks documented at Midway Atoll National Wildlife Refuge. 
 

By Ann Bell and Amy Olliffe (USFWS)  


