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Postcards from Midway

By Eric Baker

Continuing a series of artwork inspired by and created
on Midway Atoll NWR, Eric Baker recounts his volunteer
experience through a series of postcards capturing the
dayto-day life and times on the Refuge.
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Book Review:A Perfect Day for an Albatross

By Barry Christenson

Caren LoebeFried, a Hawai'i artist and author, recently
published a new children's book through the prestigious
Cornell Lab Publishing Group. FOMA reviews this
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gorgeous book that features Midwayds most 1 conic
wildlife: albatross.
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‘Ua'u Kanin Mi dwayods Moaning Bir 4
By Rob Shallenberger
Mi dway Atoll NWR6s first RefRegeMivayAaYBEOMAS hares a
inti t trait of the Wedaetailed Sh t Battle of Midway National Memorial
Intimate portrait or the Weadgedalle earwater, a Our Mission: 0To support Midway
unique species with a haunting and mysterious call. Battle of Midway National Memorial in its efforts to preserve,
protect, and restore the biological diversity and historic resources
of Midway Atoll, while providing opportunity for wildlife
dependent recreation, education, cultural experiences, and
COLUMNS & DEPARTMENTS scientific research. ¢
3 Note from the FOMA President
FRONT COVER : Laysan Albatros$hoebastria immutalpiise
10 2017: A Year in Review one of the most popular birds on Midway Atoll NWRindeed,
more than 1 million of them! Rebounding from a severe
14 Volunteer Opportunities population decline in the 1990s and early 2000s, Laysan Albatross
are among the few albatross species in the world that are
16 Donate! relatively stable. 98% of the w

Northwestern Hawaiian Islands, with an estimated 71% of the
population breeding on Midway Atoll NWR. Cover art by past
USFWS volunteer Eric Baker.
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outreach and education, effective advocacy ear Friends,
in the support of Refuge programs, 2017 was another amazing and challenging year out on Midway Atoll National Wildlife
assistance in the development of an Refuge and the Battle of Midway National Memorial. Friends of Midway Atoll (FOMA) had
inspirational visitor program, and the distinct pleasure of working alongside the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the U.S. Navy to assist
productive collaboration with diverse the Refuge in commemorating the 75th Anniversary of the Battle of Midway. During the year we also
partners. learned more about how invasive mice have recently been harming adult albatross while they incubate
their eggs during the winter months, and how the Refuge is making plans to combat this new threat to
VALUES the colony. Hatch Year 2017 had the second highest numbers of nesting Laysan Albatross ever
fi Focus on highest priority actions recorded on Midway Atoll NWR, while Hatch Year 2018 saw a cancelled plane schedule resulting in a
T Be avoice for our members reduced albatross nest count effort for the first time in almost 2 decades.
[ In 2017, we have also been made more aware of just how valuable uniting Friends groups across
i Operate with integrity Hawai'i and across the country can be when a new administration drastically cuts budgets, threatens to
1 Be accountable with our actionsand r everse prior protections, and seemingly is wil
resources natural treasures and resources for future generations. As FOMA nears its 20th Anniversary (2019),
we need your support and membership now more than ever. Your donations and your voice as a
CONTACT US united community are what allows us to make a difference year in and year out. Only a month into
Join us online at 2018, and FOMA has already pledged nearly $8000 to help the Refuge rebuild the greenhouse roof that
www.FriendsOfMidway.org was recently damaged in a winter storm, and we will surely be called on again to assist with other
needs. Thank you all for your continued interest and support for the hard work that happens year after
Find us on Facebook year out on Midway Atoll National Wildlife Refuge and the Battle of Midway National Memorial.
OFriends Of Midway Atoll NWRO
Email our President Aloha and hau'oli makahiki,hou

Wayne Sentman
naturefinder@mac.com

Drop us a note -
17 Katrina Lane afu‘r
San Anselmo, CA 94960 Wayne Sentman, FOMA President (Midway Atoll Resident #2082)
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http://www.friendsofmidway.org/

Postcards

from

Midway

Illustrations and text by Eric Baker, 2016/2017 Midway Atoll NWR Biology Program Volunteer

orking on Midway Atoll National Ocean for six months, my wife Audrey made it very
Wildlife Refuge comes with its own set clear that | would have to send home postcarbigt
of unique requirementsSometimes just any postcards real postcard8 handmade,

those requirements are very specifitl intended to  watercolor postcardsFor a chance to work as a
run off to a little island in the middle of the Pacific =~ Biology Program Volunteer on Midway Atoll, that
was a requirement | was happy to comply with.

Midway Atoll NWR is unique in many waydnlike

ot her places where | 0ve
burdened by the daily grind of chores like cooking
and tending camp support staff of about forty

people ensure you get three meals a day, running
water, and a bed with a roof over your heathat
support allows volunteers the opportunity to pursue
lots of other activities in their free timeMine was to
produce enough postcards
disowned when | returned home.

A Blackooted Albatross (Ka'uRhoebastria nigripes), one of the first to
return to Midway Atoll NWR to breed, pants in the midday heat.
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Sitting on a tidy nest of Ironwood needles, a Laysan alblddrdisadbastria immutabilis) incubates its egg outsilestte\WII Seaplane Hange

Starting with a map of 3$aways erldsaloato ghint mg sulsjexts from bfd, bud M
1016 to provide an over wihaw @furmytnew hfoemev,asin ot
tried to create a postcard every two weeks, roughly Midway.More than once | had to abandon a

coinciding with the supply flights from

Hawaii.Midway no longer has a post office, so mail i<
flown back to Hawaii to be mailetNo unique |
0 Mi dway 6 i st antumemarkable |
dHonolulué cancellation.

Painting on Midway has its own unique challeniges.6
nearly always windy. The sun beats down
unmercifully. And the coral sand sticks to
everythingDur i ng t he winter s
ranging from torrential downpours that can last for
days to brief squalls that can come and go in

secondsRai n and watercol or s . -
A Redailed Tropicbird (Koa'e ‘tlRhaethon rubricauda).
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watercolor because of the weather, or sometimes  pairs gently preen each other. Nervous parents get

my subject would be very rude and simply walk up, check their egg, then securely settle themselves
away.Because of this, a number of postcards went back onto their nest. The young nebreeders are
unfinished, and some had to be completed inside theespecially curious hey candt resi st
dry confines of the 416 House, where volunteers investigate what | am, heads tilted back and cocked
live. But, but for the most part, my subjects were to one side, scrutinizing me as if through a pair of
cooperative and patient. bifocal glasse3here is tugging to be done to

One is never more than &£YNPigtetheyigvestigaton Clgthing, jogse straps, o m
an albatross during their breeding season on Midway°" the end of a paint brush need to be grabbed with
Atoll NWR. As volunteers, we were constantly their beak and yanked, to properly determine their

interacting with birds during our habitat restoration ~Nature.
duties. But sitting quietly in a field of albatross was a Working with the other volunteers on Midway was

much more intimate and revealing experienthe the chance of a lifetime. But | will always cherish the
naturalisbdsidt maui ¢ al p f a nahg Howst | spenaaloonerinethe ¢ieddnpainting,
to youd is no mor e evi delseérving,lara simpgilyeakimy.in the experience of

Amid a sea of albatross, watercolor tablet and paint being immersed in the natural world that surrounded
me.Where else can you sit only inches from a bird

set in hand, | realize that the thousands of seabirds
surrounding me are, in fact, thousands of very in the wildh literallyi and paint its likeness? And my
wife has the postcards to prove it]

distinct individuals. That albatross nesting over there,
for instance, has a much longer bill than the one next
to it. The subtle shading on their bedkstarting as a
brilliant yellow at the base, fading slowly into a flesh
tone, blending into grey, and finally culminating in a
glossy black tipp varies ever so slightly among
individuals.

The social interactions of colony life go on all around
me as | paintBirds gather in groups of two or three,
raucous little groups bitlacking, mooing, dancing
and performing their carefully choreographed moves,
in hopes of finding just the right partnédesting

A Laysan Albatross returns from the sea.

Our OPorch t er nogkh-GygisWwba) thatwaSraised ( Manu
on the porch railing behind the 416 House.
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