
eǗƁŜƤŕǟ ưŴ ²ƁŕȌıȒ !ǫưƙƙ ´Ĝç                 ïǳƢƢŜǗ ɏɍɎɕ NŕƁǫƁưƤ 

fÀÀ´NĢ f!ĬNüüN rr 



ïǳƢƢŜǗ ɏɍɎɕ NŕƁǫƁưƤ 
S

h
o

rt-ta
ile

d
 A

lb
a
tro

s
s
 a

t M
id

w
a
y
 A

to
ll N

W
R

 b
y
 U

S
F

W
S

 

Friends of Midway Atoll NWR (FOMA)  

Battle of Midway National Memorial  

Our Mission: òTo support Midway Atoll National Wildlife Refuge / 

Battle of Midway National Memorial in its efforts to preserve, 

protect, and restore the biological diversity and historic resources 

of Midway Atoll, while providing opportunity for wildlife-

dependent recreation, education, cultural experiences, and 

scientific research.ó 

 

 

FRONT COVER : Inside the now-silent Navy Aviation Offices, a 

map for plotting air routes to and from Midway Atoll hangs unused 

in the dark recesses of the NAF Hanger. Guest columnist Eric 

Baker documents Midway's abandoned places through his haunting 

black-and-white images. Cover by Eric Baker. 
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Abandoned Midway 

By Eric Baker 

Venturing inside the remnants of the atoll's past, former 

Biology Volunteer Eric Baker provides a glimpse into 

these mysterious and alluring places through his black-

and-white film photographs.   
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Midway Seabi rd Protect ion Projec t 

By U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Mice are attacking nesting albatross on Midway Atoll 

NWRñthe largest albatross colony in the world and the 

most important and successful breeding ground for Black-

footed Albatross and Laysan Albatross. USFWS is 

planning to eradicate these invasive house mice in the 

summer of 2019. 

 

13 

Like a Duck to  Water 

Research by M. H. Reynolds, K. N. Courtot, and J. S. Hatfield 

Laysan Ducksñone of the worldõs most endangered 

waterfowl speciesñwere on the verge of complete 

extinction in the early 20th century. Now, more than 10 

years after they were re-introduced on Midway Atoll 

NWR, we examine the ducksõ past, present, and future. 
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D 
ear Friends, 

Once again, thank you for your continued support. We are always reminded of how critical 

the contributions from our members and friends can be to our ability to achieve the mission 

of Friends of Midway Atoll National Wildlife Refuge and the Battle of Midway National Memorial. With 

the continuation of no public visitation out on Midway Atoll NWR, one of the main sources of our 

funding (i.e., sales from our on-island gift store) are not as robust as when there is an active visitation 

program. Thus, we are left to find creative ways to generate much needed revenue. This year, we want 

to extend a warm mahalo nui to the students in the Oak Park Unified School District, and specifically 

their Environmental Education and Awareness Committee. This year, they selected FOMA as the 

recipient of their annual coin drive, sponsored throughout their week of Earth Day festivities by 

schools in the district. Students wanted to focus their support on efforts related to reducing plastic 

pollution. Together, teachers and the students worked hard and managed to raise over $4,500 for 

FOMA. Kudos to those kiddos and their teachersñwe promise to put those funds to good use in the 

coming months! 

We also would like to thank Kim Steutermann Rogers who has managed to raise over $1,000 (and 

counting!), by donating part of the purchase price of each òWisdomó bracelet (an aluminum band hand-

stamped with Wisdomõs AUX band ID: Z333) to FOMA. If you do not already have yours, please visit 

Kimõs website at https://www.albatographer.com/wearable-art/wisdom-band and get yourself one! 

I hope you enjoy this new edition of the Gooney Gazette II and thanks to all of you who help make it 

happen! 

 

 

Aloha and mahalo a nui loa, 

 

 

 

Wayne Sentman, FOMA President (Midway Atoll Resident 1998ð2002) 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT  
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OFFICERS 

President: Wayne Sentman 

Vice President: Helen Dunlap 

Treasurer: Jon dõAlessio 

Secretary: Michael Logan 

 

DIRECTORS  

Ann Bell 

Barry Christenson 
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Teya Penniman 
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VISION  

Friends of Midway Atoll National Wildlife 

Refuge plays a pivotal role in the 

conservation and restoration of Midwayõs 

natural and historic resources through 

financial and volunteer support, dynamic 

outreach and education, effective advocacy 

in the support of Refuge programs, 

assistance in the development of an 

inspirational visitor program, and 

productive collaboration with diverse 

partners.  
 

VALUES  

¶ Focus on highest priority actions 

¶ Be a voice for our members 

¶ Share science-based information  

¶ Operate with integrity  

¶ Be accountable with our actions and 

resources 

 

CONTACT US  

Join us online at 

www.FriendsOfMidway.org 
 

Find us on Facebook 

òFriends Of Midway Atoll NWRó 
 

Email our President 

Wayne Sentman 

naturefinder@mac.com 
 

Drop us a note 

17 Katrina Lane 

San Anselmo, CA 94960 
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Abandoned Midway  
 Illustrations and text by Eric Baker, 2016/2017 Midway Atoll NWR Biology Program Volunteer 

S 
tarting with the construction of the first Cable House 

in 1903, Midway Atoll has seen its share of permanent 

structures come and go. In 1935, Pan American 

Airways added their seaplane facilities and the Gooneyville 

Lodge to the atoll. The frenzied build-up to WWII started in 

1940, and the rapid expansion to fortify and enlarge Midway 

continued throughout the war, culminating with construction 

of the expansive Cold War facilities on Midway Atoll. 

Today, only one of the four Cable Houses remains. Its 

majestic porches are now shored-up by wooden two-by-six 

supports, and despite recent efforts, the iconic building 

cannot be restored and will eventually yield to the elements. 

The concrete walls and floors of the Navyõs WWII 

Command Post, several feet-thick in places, have been 

grotesquely twisted and buckled by the forces of nature.  

Bones and feathers of seabirds that became trapped inside an 

Armco Hut ammunition magazine litter its floor. 

A Laysan Albatross and its chick nest beneath the crumbling overhang of the abandoned WWII Command Post. 
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Rather than using fresh water and sand to make concrete, 

salt water, and coral sand were used instead. The use of salt 

water and coral sand caused the internal steel reinforcing 

bars to corrode, expanding and fracturing the concrete from 

within. 

To say some of these abandoned buildings are death-traps 

would be an understatement. Concrete sloughs off ceilings 

overhead. Entire sections of walls can collapse with the 

slightest disturbance. Because of this, abandoned buildings 

are strictly off-limits. Permission for entry is required for 

obvious safety reasons; a hard hat and respirator are 

required gear. Lead-based paint and asbestos create a 

potentially deadly airborne hazard inside many of these 

buildings. A chunk of concrete landing on your head 

wouldñwellñpretty much ruin your day, if not end it right 

then and there. But poking about these abandoned buildings 

has a dangerous and voyeuristic allure.  

There is a haunting, somewhat melancholy, stillness inside 

these buildings. The offices of the defunct Midway Phoenix  

Charlie Barracks, constructed in 1957, is the only barracks 

building still habitable (òhabitableó being a relative term, 

depending on who you talk to) but its days are numbered. 

The flap of an albatross wing could be all it takes to collapse 

the seriously deteriorating structure atop Radar Hill. The 

Midway House and Officers Quarters, designed by 

industrial architect Albert Kahn, have fared better, largely 

because of the termite-resistant cedar framing used in their 

construction and ongoing renovation efforts. Even the 

Clipper House and Captain Brooks buildings, purposely 

built for tourism by the Midway Phoenix Corporation, are 

showing their age. 

With the Navyõs departure and environmental clean-up in 

the 1990s, more than 100 structures were demolished. The 

Department of the Interior requested that some buildings 

remain for their use, not knowing that some twenty years 

down the road those buildings would become more of a 

liability than an asset.  

Their method of construction would be their undoing. 

Peeling layers of paint and crumbling concrete now adorn the walls of the recreation room inside the Delta Barracks. 
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Corporation look like they were vacated in haste; 

thousands of blank credit card forms litter the floor like so 

many leaves fallen from a tree. Abandoned barracks remain 

furnished, as if awaiting their residentsõ return. Photos of 

family and friends remain taped to the walls. Clothes are 

arranged on hangers. Magazines and personal belongings still 

lay about these now-uninhabited spaces. All these 

accoutrements attest to a human presence that once 

flourished inside these walls. 

My connection to Midwayõs historic past was personal. My 

father was stationed here during WWII (see Winter 2016 

Gooney Gazette II). As a touchstone to our shared past, I 

carried my fatherõs 1945 RCA Radio Tube Reference 

Datebook, the same one he carried with him when he ran 

the Armed Forces Radio Station KMTH on Midway. Inside 

the notebook, on December 29, 1945, he wrote: òArrived 

Midway 21:30.ó At the appointed hour, exactly seventy-one 

years later, I ventured into the night, hoping to experience 

some connection. Nothing happened.  
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Many barrack rooms still remain fully furnished. Some were decorated 

�Z�L�W�K���P�X�U�D�O�V���R�U���R�W�K�H�U���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���W�R�X�F�K�H�V���W�R���P�D�N�H���W�K�H�P���I�H�H�O���O�L�N�H���´�K�R�P�H�µ���W�R��

their former residents. 

On the apron outside the Seaplane Hanger, the largest of the remaining 

WWII buildings, a Laysan Albatross arranges pebbles to build its nest. 

Three lanes inside Midway Bowl are still operational, and scores can be 

tallied on the abundant supply of 1960s score cards. Frozen in time, one 

can almost imagine the Cleaver Family walking into Midway Bowl to 

bowl a few frames. 

Alongside a bank of transformer panels inside the Transmitter 

Building, a Laysan Albatross attends to its chick. This chick later 

became entangled in the plastic debris in its nest and died. 


